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The exhibition Rembrandt’s Academy shows the 
greatness of  Rembrandt’s artistic power and the 
influence of  his art throughout the Netherlands.

Rembrandt was one of  the most successful  
masters in the seventeenth century, certainly 
the most famous. 

In his academy he instructed artists to paint in his 
prolific manner of  painting - masterclasses avant la 
lettre.

During this exhibition, visitors are able to see work 
of  Rembrandt’s best students. All paintings are from 
private collections in Europe and are never seen in 
public. 

Exhibition of  15 to 35 Paintings from the 17th Century



The Hoogsteder Museum Foundation

The Hoogsteder Museum Foundation 
produces turn-key exhibitions for museums 
and institutions. 

Over the last 50 years Hoogsteder has realised 
20 exhibitions and made loans available to 185 
museum exhibitions worldwide. 

Most recently an important loan was negotiated 
for the Rembrandt-Velásquez exhibition in the 
Rijksmuseum Amsterdam.



Rembrandt van Rijn founded the most influential Academy that ever existed in the Dutch 
Republic (1581-1795), training dozens of  painters to work in the “Rembrandtesque”  manner.
Many of  his pupils went on to create a name for themselves, often following painting trends 
of  the day and building on what they had learned from their teacher. This exhibition brings 
together sixteen works by those students created during the Dutch Golden Age of  Painting.

- Polk Museum of  Art | polkmuseumofart.org/exhibitions/2017/6/10/rembrandts-academy



Rembrandt’s Academy for hire

The term Rembrandt’s Academy was launched as a brand in 1993 by 
Hoogsteder. It was the title of  an exhibition mounted in collaboration 
with professor dr. Werner Sumowski. 
He produced a stunning 6 volume catalogue of  painters and their 
work influenced by Rembrandt.

Scoop

The present exhibition is based on the Academy concept and can be 
custom-curated for any museum.

Unique

All paintings are lent from private collections in Europe and 
are never seen in public. 
They rank among the best produced by the artists and are all 
in excellent condition.

Exclusive

The turn-key project can be adjusted in size from 15 to 35 paintings. 
Packing, shipping, insurance, art historical content for text labels and 
catalogue, are all included. 

Services

Rembrandt’s Academy is suitable for all ages. An educational 
program with public lectures, workshops and guided tours can be 
produced on request.

Related Events



The story of Rembrandt’s Academy 
is told in 4 chapters:

1.  The Origins of  the Academy (1619–1630)

2.  The Heyday of  the Academy (1631–1655)

3.  Rebelling Against the Academy (after 1650)

4.  The Legacy of  the Academy (1655 onwards)

Rembrandt’s Academy content



The Origins of  the Academy (1619 - 1630)1.
In 1618, around the tender age of  
12, Rembrandt was drawn to the 
studio of  Jacob van Swanenburgh 
(1571-1638) in Leiden. Under his 
supervision, Rembrandt was 
introduced into the magic world 
of  imagery.

Since the leading painters were in 
Amsterdam, Rembrandt left Leiden 

at the age of  16 to work with 
Pieter Lastman (1583–1633) in 
Amsterdam.  

He returned to Leiden six months 
later as master painter. There he 
met his life long friend Jan Lievens 
(1607-1674). Both were already 
recognized by some connoisseurs 
as very promissing artists. 

Around 1627 Rembrandt took on his 
first pupils and began disseminating 
his innovative artistic ideas. These 
young artists worked in a whirlpool 
of  creative activity.





2. The Heyday of  the Academy 
(1631–1655)

In Leiden the Academy had been a rather  
provincial affair. When Rembrandt moved to 
the vibrant Amsterdam in 1631, everything 
changed.

Pupils in the Academy started by copying 
examples by their master, first in drawings, 
later in oils. Experienced older pupils  
collaborated on Rembrandt’s commissions, 
painting expanses of  background or details of  
clothing. Several fully trained artists worked 
in the Academy as ‘mate’, producing original 
compositions in Rembrandt’s style. 

Worshipped by his students, by 1639 the 
Academy was at the height of  its power. It is 
no coincidence he marketed himself  using his 
first name only, erasing the superfluous Van 
Rijn. Only the very greatest masters of  the 
past were known solely by their first name. 
Under Rembrandt’s shrewd management, 
“Rembrandt” became a world-renowned brand.





3. Rebelling Against the Academy (after 1650)

Change was in the air. Around 1650, 
fashions altered in Amsterdam. The 
dark and emotional art of  Rembrandt 
suddenly became too gloomy for 
Amsterdam’s happy few. 

In Antwerp, the elegant age had  
arrived. Peter Paul Rubens and  
Anthony van Dyck produced bright 
and stylish pictures for kings and  

emperors fighting for their favor. 
Flemish elegance became 
increasingly popular in Amsterdam. 

More and more, painters who were 
trained in the idiom of  the Academy, 
adjusted their palettes, adopting a 
lighter touch. Some of  the most 
talented students of  the Academy 
gave in to what fashion dictated: 

Govert Flinck, Nicolaes Maes and 
Jürgen Ovens all rebelled against 
the Academy. 

Rembrandt, in his own way, rebelled 
against the new sophisticated ideals. 
His art became increasingly wild and 
emotive.





4. The Legacy of  the Academy 
(1655 onwards)

Although it would never regain its  
twenty-year monopoly that lasted until the 
mid-1650s, the Academy still attracted a  
devoted niche of  admirers, pupils and clients.

New generations of  ambitious painters-to-be 
still came to Amsterdam to study with the 
master. Especially through Arent de Gelder,  
Rembrandt’s technique survived long into 
the 18th century. De Gelder persevered in  
applying his Rembrandtesque impastos, 
kneading and scratching his sombre oils. 
A lone voice in a world of  polished pink putti. 

Although the general art-buying public  
preferred something different, discerning  
collectors and connoisseurs recognized  
Rembrandt’s genius. Rembrandt’s genius 
became fully re-established during the 19th 
century. Since then, Rembrandt’s status has 
risen to mythical levels.





Rembrandt’s Academy specifications

From now onwards.Availability

All paintings are produced in the Netherlands between 1600 and 1700. 
Paintings rank among the best produced by the artists and are all in 
excellent condition.
Paintings are lent from private European collections and cannot be seen 
in public.
The size of  the exhibition and the number of  paintings can be adjusted. 
Range is between 15 and 35 paintings.

•    
•    

•    

•    

Paintings

•    
•    
•      

To be used as a catalogue or on wall labels:
Introduction to Holland´s Golden Age 
Introductions to all 4 chapters 
Label texts for all paintings 

Text

The Museum will receive high resolution photographs and 
an introductory text, to use for promotional purposes. 
A press release can also be provided.

Publicity



The present exhibition ranging between 15 to 35 paintings may be hung 
in approximately 50 to 100 meters. General museum facilities (such as 
security and climate control) are recommended.

Facilities

Includes:
All packaging and crating
Door to door transport
All courier costs

Transport
•    
•    
•    

Includes:
Wall to wall insurance
Condition reports
Administration costs (for contracts, insurance, etc.) 

Insurance
•    
•    
•    

Price ranges from €50.000 - €100.000 depending on destination, number 
and value of  paintings. 
We offer packaging, shipping and insurance at highly competitive rates, 
depending on destination, number and value of  paintings. 
The exhibition is very suitable for travelling. Discount can be offered to 
a request for more than one venue.

Price



Also available for hire

Hoogsteder Museum Foundation

Hunting,
Game and 
Painting
in the Dutch Golden Age 

Music & Dance 

Hoogsteder Museum Foundation

in the Dutch Golden Age of  Painting

Hoogsteder Museum Foundation

Flowers
Fruit&in the 

Dutch Golden Age 
of  Painting

In preparation: Food & Drink in the Dutch Golden Age of  Painting
    Strong Women in Holland’s Golden Age

Flowers & Fruit in the Dutch Golden Age of  Painting
Music & Dance in the Dutch Golden Age  of  Painting
Hunting, Game and Painting in the Dutch Golden Age



Contact

The Hoogsteder Museum Foundation
Drs Willem Jan Hoogsteder

Lange Vijverberg 15 
2513 AC The Hague  
The Netherlands 

Phone 0031 70 361 55 75 
E-mail info@hoogsteder.com

VAT no. Hoogsteder Museum Stichting | 8525.09.856.B.01    
Chamber of  Commerce no. Hoogsteder Museum Stichting | 57269769 


