
Music & Dance 

Hoogsteder Museum Foundation

in the Dutch Golden Age of  Painting



Music and Dance in the Dutch Golden Age of  Painting
is currently on show in the Polk Museum of  Art 
in Lakeland, Southern Florida. 

It is the first ever exhibition dedicated to this theme. 

On show are paintings from the Northern and 
Southern Netherlands, painted between 1600 
and 1700.

Visitors are able to see Old-Master paintings 
from private collections in the entirely new context 
of  music and dance.

At the same time they can listen to the music played 
in each painting. 

Videos demonstrate how the upper and lower classes
amused themselves dancing.

Exhibition of  15 to 35 Paintings from the 17th Century



Visitors will thus have the rare opportunity to see for themselves how brilliantly the 
Old Masters were able to capture the spirit of  the Golden Age in their paintings, 
revealing in vivid color the insatiable Dutch appetite for singing songs, forming 
ensembles, and moving to melodies.

- Polk Museum of  Art | polkmuseumofart.org/exhibitions/music-dance



The Hoogsteder Museum Foundation

The Hoogsteder Museum Foundation 
produces turn-key exhibitions for museums 
and institutions. 

Over the last 50 years Hoogsteder has realised 
20 exhibitions and made loans available to 185 
museum exhibitions worldwide. 

Most recently an important loan was negotiated 
for the Rembrandt-Velásquez exhibition in the 
Rijksmuseum Amsterdam.



Music & Dance for hire

No museum in the entire world has ever staged an exhibition 
dedicated to music and dance in 17th century painting.

Scoop

This exhibition was custom-curated for the Polk Museum of  Art 
by the Hoogsteder Museum Foundation. 
It is the result of  two years of  research into the largely unexplored 
field of  music and dance in 17th century painting.

Unique

All paintings are lent from private collections in Europe and 
are never seen in public. 
They rank among the best produced by the artists and are all 
in excellent condition.

Exclusive

The turn-key project can be adjusted in size from 15 to 35 paintings. 
Packing, shipping, insurance, art historical content for text labels and 
catalogue, are all included. 

Services

Music accompanying each painting has been selected by 
the Royal Conservatory of  The Hague. 
A playlist has been created on Spotify, while videos demonstrate 
17th century dance. 

Multi Media



Three essays covering painting, music and dance in 
the Dutch Golden Age introduce the exhibition.

The story of Music & Dance is told in 5 chapters:

1.  Wealthy merchants and ladies of  leisure:
 Music & Dance for the elite

2.  Peasants and vagabonds: 
 Music & Dance make you laugh

3.  Churches to battlefields: 
 Music is everywhere

4.  Courtly Galliards to the Egg Dance: 
 enrapturing Dance

5.  Hidden meaning: 
 Music on a deeper level

Music & Dance content



Wealthy merchants and ladies of  leisure: Music & Dance for the elite1.
Huge fortunes were assembled in  
Holland during the seventeenth  
century, which was literally a Golden 
Age. Wealth brought time for leisure 
and the arts, which flourished like  
never before or after. 

Music especially was favoured by 
the elite, as it was considered a noble  
pursuit, suitable for the rich and  
educated.

Some instruments particularly 
suited the upper classes, such as 
the harpsichord and the lute. Blow  
instruments were not considered  
suitable, as they distorted the facial 
expression.



Peasants and vagabonds: 
Music & Dance makes you laugh

2.

Scenes from ‘low life’ were greatly valued for 
their humorous content. They show peasants and  
country folk engaged in drinking, smoking, in 
amorous pursuit, and especially amusing  
themselves with music and dance.

Simple folk had their own way of dancing and 
owned particular instruments: the hurdy-gurdy, 
bagpipe and cheap fiddle were especially popular. 

In taverns and on village squares music and dance 
were mostly improvised, rather than played from 
sheet music, and swept their performers and  
listeners to ecstatic levels. 

Very little is known about the popular music  
enjoyed by the masses. Indeed, paintings such as 
those exhibited here are often the only source of 
information.



Churches to battlefields: Music is everywhere3.
Music was present in a wide range 
of  locations and surroundings  
during the Golden Age. 

There were the so-called  
‘muziekherbergen’, musical taverns, 
which had their own instruments, 
intended to be played by customers. 

Organs were played in churches  
by professional organists, employed 
by religious communities and  
carillonneurs played on the church 
carillon bells, which could be heard 
far and wide. 

Town councils paid trumpeters,  
providing musical lustre on  
important occasions. Music 
even accompanied brave soldiers  
marching along country roads 
and on the battlefield itself. 

Music, therefore, was literally  
everywhere.



Courtly Galliards to the Egg Dance: enrapturing Dance4.
The Golden Age saw the emergence 
of  the courtly dance in Holland. 
The sophisticated dance was part of  
the general process of  gentrification 
of  Dutch society.

Most elegant dances, such as the 
branle and the galliard, had developed 
in Renaissance Italy and France and 
spread throughout Europe. 

Across the North Sea,  Queen  
Elizabeth I of  England danced 
daily as part of  her morning 
routine. Louis XIV, the Sun King, 
even enthusiastically and frequently  
performed in court ballets. 

A more rowdy and unscripted form 
of  dance was practised in ‘danscamers’ 
(dance halls) or ‘muziekherbergen’ 
(music inns), where peasants and 
working folk gathered. 

Even members of  the elite made  
excursions to such establishments.



As we know from contemporary sources, many 
paintings from the Golden Age can include an 
extra layer of  meaning, or some sort of  moral 
lesson or warning. 

The harmonious communal performance 
of  music illustrated harmony in general, 
in particular marital harmony between 
a husband and wife.

For some paintings, such hidden meanings 
were the prime subject. The transient nature 
of  music, existing only in the moment, was 
particularly suited for allegorical  
representations of  Vanitas, reminding the  
viewer of  the fleeting nature of  human life 
and the eternal nature of  the afterlife. 

Musical instruments can therefore frequently 
be found in Vanitas still lifes of  the period.

Hidden meaning: 
Music on a deeper level

5.



Music & Dance specifications

From now onwards.Availability

•    

•    

•    

•    

All paintings are produced in the Southern and Northern Netherlands 
between 1600 and 1700. 
Paintings rank among the best produced by the artists and are all in 
excellent condition.
Paintings are lent from private European collections and cannot be seen 
in public.
The size of  the exhibition and the number of  paintings can be adjusted. 
Range is between 15 and 35 paintings.

Paintings

•    
•    
•    
•    
•     

To be used as a catalogue or on wall labels:
Introduction to Holland´s Golden Age 
Introduction to Music in the Golden Age 
Introduction to Dance in the Golden Age 
Introduction to all 5 chapters 
Label texts for all paintings 

Text

The Museum will receive high resolution photographs and 
an introductory text, to use for promotional purposes. 
A press release can also be provided.

Publicity



Price ranges from €50.000 - €100.000 depending on destination, number 
and value of  paintings. 
We offer packaging, shipping and insurance at highly competitive rates, 
depending on destination, number and value of  paintings. 
The exhibition is very suitable for travelling. Discount can be offered to 
a request for more than one venue.

Price

Music for all paintings available on spotify or in music files with links.
Video showing the most common dances.

Multi Media

The present exhibition ranging between 15 to 35 paintings may be hung 
in approximately 50 to 100 meters. General museum facilities (such as 
security and climate control) are recommended.

Facilities

Includes:
All packaging and crating
Door to door transport
All courier costs

Transport
•    
•    
•    

Includes:
Wall to wall insurance
Condition reports
Administration costs (for contracts, insurance, etc.) 

Insurance
•    
•    
•    



Also available for hire

Hoogsteder Museum FoundationRRembrandt´s
Academy 

Hoogsteder Museum Foundation

Hunting,
Game and 
Painting
in the Dutch Golden Age 

Hoogsteder Museum Foundation

Flowers
Fruit&in the 

Dutch Golden Age 
of  Painting

In preparation: Food & Drink in the Dutch Golden Age of  Painting
    Strong Women in Holland’s Golden Age

Rembrandts’s Academy
Flowers & Fruit in the Dutch Golden Age of  Painting
Hunting, Game and Painting in the Dutch Golden Age



Contact

The Hoogsteder Museum Foundation
Drs Willem Jan Hoogsteder

Lange Vijverberg 15 
2513 AC The Hague  
The Netherlands 

Phone 0031 70 361 55 75 
E-mail info@hoogsteder.com

VAT no. Hoogsteder Museum Stichting | 8525.09.856.B.01    
Chamber of  Commerce no. Hoogsteder Museum Stichting | 57269769 


